CHARITY
GUIDELINES &
APPLICATION

I saw the TOUR as not just a sports league,
but a public trust; and I intended to balance
the interests of the players, the community
tournaments and the game of golf.
DEANE BEMAN

PGA TOUR Commissioner, 1974-1994
-World Golf Hall of Fame 2000

WHAT

THE PLAYERS: Our Gold Standard
Each year, hundreds of thousands of people gather in northeast
Florida for an internationally-recognized event - THE PLAYERS
Championship – featuring the world’s best golfers
competing on one of the world’s most iconic stadium golf
courses. These investments in golf made by volunteers, Proud
Partners, corporate sponsors, fans, and spectators produce long-term
rewards for the communities in and around where the PGA TOUR’s
flagship event is headquartered.

WHERE

Home on the First Coast
Since its earliest establishment, THE PLAYERS has assisted
countless northeast Florida charities in meeting the needs of its
communities. Over the past 30+ years, more than $100 million
has directly supported non-profit organizations in
communities throughout Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau,
and St. Johns counties.

WHO

Community Champions
While hundreds of community-based groups, organizations and
institutions benefit from THE PLAYERS’ funding and support, priority
consideration is given to nonprofit organizations committed
to serving and promoting Youth services; Education;
Character development; Health, wellness and sports; and
Military support.
More than 2,000 volunteers support the operations of the
week-long tournament, contributing to historic milestones
and successes for THE PLAYERS Championship and northeast
Florida charities.

WHEN

Application Period
To encourage and build a comprehensive and diverse pool of
applicants, THE PLAYERS accepts grant proposals from eligible
area non-profit organizations August 17 through January 15.

HOW

Grant Guidelines & Criterion
With a history and tradition of giving, THE PLAYERS Championship
receives numerous requests for funding and support from
charities throughout the region. To increase its knowledge and
understanding of the growing and ever-changing needs of citizens
and communities in northeast Florida, THE PLAYERS has established
guidelines, ensuring alignment with its mission, priorities, and
resources.

MISSION
What Drives Us

We strongly believe it is our responsibility to be good corporate citizens in the communities
where we live, work, and host one of the world’s most recognized sporting events–THE
PLAYERS Championship. This annual showcase of excellence, which is supported by
volunteers, players, Proud Partners, sponsors, vendors, business and civic leaders, media,
and fans, enables THE PLAYERS to partner with non-profit organizations throughout the year
to help strengthen and improve the lives of citizens and communities throughout northeast
Florida.

THE PLAYERS: GRANT GUIDELINES

OVERVIEW

THE PLAYERS accepts grant proposals from nonprofit organizations who do not
discriminate on the basis of race, national origin, religion, military and veteran
status, disability, sex, age, gender identity, orientation, or any other class
protected by law.
Non-profit organizations may submit an online application during the grant
cycle of August 17 through January 15.
Grant awards begin at $25,000* and can be used for:
•

Programming - Development, Expansion, Enhancement

•

Capacity building – Training, Professional development, etc.

•

Capital projects – Construction, Facility needs, etc.

Limited multi-year and matching grants are periodically available. Matching
funders should not discriminate or support/engage in any activities inconsistent
with THE PLAYERS’ mission and core values.
Organizations awarded a multi-year/matching grant are eligible for THE
PLAYERS’ funding four (4) years following issuance of its final award payment.
Funding requests should not exceed 20 percent of the organization’s annual
budget.
THE PLAYERS reserves the right to consider funding requests outside of its
priority focus areas, based on emergent community and/or regional needs.

ELIGIBILITY

Eligible organizations include the following:
•

Hold a current tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code;

•

Government entities (law enforcement or fire departments) with a funding
request to serve the public

•

Educational institutions (K-12 public, private, charter schools, and colleges
and universities)

And such organizations must meet the following criteria:
•

Operate and serve citizens in the five-county area of Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau, and St.
Johns counties.

•

Provide services aligned with priority focus areas - Youth services; Education; Character
development; Health, wellness and sports; Military support;

•

Have been in operation with sound fiscal management practices and operations for a
minimum of five years.

SELECTION
Award notifications will be made following a comprehensive review of proposals, interviews
and/or site visits.
Grantees are expected to advise how they will sustain funding beyond fulfillment of the grant
award.
Proposals must clearly identify goals, objectives and metrics for evaluation.
Priority points are awarded to nonprofit organizations that:
•

Participate in THE PLAYERS’ funding opportunities including Chip in for Youth; Birdies for
Charity; Red Coats* grants;

•

Propose a plan that addresses a research-based community need or critical opportunity;

•

Demonstrate a broad base of funding support and sound financial management
practices;

•

Collaborate with other agencies/service providers/organizations to produce long-term
impact and bolster outcomes;

•

Target and serve a wide-reaching audience/underserved population;

•

Demonstrate 100% Board participation as donors.

Organizations awarded funding are required to sign a gift agreement, outlining grant terms
and conditions.
All grant applicants are subject to review to ensure activities comply with grant terms and
conditions. All organizations will be notified of funding decisions, which are final.

*Red Coat grants are available to non-profit organizations, upon completion of an application
available at https://www.theplayers.com/charity/info/red-coat-grants.html.

